[G] R. Simeon says, “[The pits] were the work of Heaven [at the creation 
of the world].” 


[H] Since the pits were the work of Heaven, is it possible that they should 
not be well built, as would be the work of a craftsman? 


[I] Scripture says, “Your rounded thighs are like jewels, the work of a 
master hand” (Song 7:2). 


[J] They were better built than the work of a craftsman. 


[K] Jt has been taught: R. Eliezer b. R. Sadoq says, “There was a small 
passageway between the ascent and the altar at the west side of the 
ramp. 


[L] “Once every seventy years the young priests would go down there 
and gather up the congealed wine, which looked like circles of 
pressed figs, and they burned it in a state of sanctity, as it is said, 
‘In the holy place shall you pour out a drink offering of strong 
drink unto the Lord’ (Num. 28:7). 


[M] ‘Just as the pouring out must be in a state of sanctity, thus the 
burning of it must be in a state of sanctity” [T. Suk. 3:15]. 


[N] [Commenting on Num. 28:7, cited above, L,] Rabbi said, “Notice how 
the Torah has seized upon language expressing desire, satisfaction, and 
strong drink.” 


[O] R. Judah bar Lagorah in the name of R. Samuel bar Nahman: 
“When the Temple was destroyed, wine jelly ceased to be avail 
able, and white glass ceased to be used.” 


[P] What is white glass? 
[Q] It is cut glass. 


[II:1 A] [As to M. 4:6G-H:] They proposed to state, “The wide one was for 
water, the narrow one for wine.” 


[B] For R. Jonah in the name of R. Immi said, “A hole that will not let 
water pass will let wine pass, and one that will not let wine pass will 
let oil pass, and one that will not let oil pass will let honey pass.” 


[C] And even if you should state that the matter is opposite [so the 
wide one was for wine, the narrow one for water], it accords with 
the view of R. Judah. 


[D] For R. Judah said, “A log of water would one pour out as the 
water libation all eight days” [M. 4:6L]. 


